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Special Analysis

EL SALVADOR:

Guerrillas Continue War of Altrition

The Insurgents are trying to husband dwindiing resources by
conceiitrating on urban operations and small-unit tactica.
Governmaent and rebel casualties alike have decreased
signilicantly this year as the government maintains :ha Initiative.
Desplte recently publicized efforts toward more efficient
coordination, unification effarts by the guerrilias seem destined

to fall and, in any eve’ slgned more for propaganda than
for operational gainr.

Despite continual Army attacks In recent weeks aqainst insurgent
strongholds In rural areas, the rebels have avoided major battles in
part by dispersing In ever-smaller units. Combat deaths for both the
government and insurgents are down about 60 percent for the first six
months of this year, as compared with the same period last year. This
underscores the lower infensity of rural activity by the rebels.

When the guerrillas occasionally have mounted larger scale attacks,
they have had little succesy against even poorty equipped Saivadoran
units. A recent assault by some 180 Insurgents on one small town, for

example, resulted in 17 guerrillas killed but
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Defensive Tactics

m indicate that Improved

y the Army and the quick-strike capabliities of the Air Force

are disrupting insurgent operations slready hampered by poorer

recrults and deficiencies in equl mmtw
Indicale the guerrilias view

ambushes, mines, -and-run attacks on small outposts manned
by Civil Defense (orces ss their most eMective tactics under current
ciroumstances. Rebel mining of tralls and secondary roads, for

example, has bacome especially costly for the which suffered
37 casualties from mines in two recent on«nl:t'n.mb

mmto the insurgents are also trying to kill or

nap ¢ o and miiitary personnel in 8an Salvador and
government supporters in outlying areas. The insurgents hope such
lerrorist acts will reduce public confidence in the government and

pertaps provoke e rightist backlssh. 8ome urban guerrilla leaders
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pProbably be’ eve adverse public reaction is not sulficient reason 1o
Siop assassinations ana bombings in the capital. From thau

perspactive. urban terrorism helps 1o negale the armed forces’
advantages in artillery, alr powaer, and batlle-tralned soldiers _
At the same ime, rebels are Increasing attacks on civillan economic

targets. In recent months, they have sabotaged power,
communications, and transportation systems, cut highrways, and

desiroyad farma and produce warehouses In an attempnt o digtract
the armed lorces and undermine the weak econom
Possibllity of Unificetion

Faced with a worsening military situation, the guerrillas are trying to
combine the factions into one army. They have had some success in
cooperalting on tactics and logistics, but longstanding ideological and

stralegic differences, as wall as competition among rebel leaders, are
serlous stumblingblocks 1o effective unlllcatlonh

One major laction, for example, continues to hold over a dozen
kldnlgd fural mayors despite abjections from other groups.

ndicate that leaders ditfer among themselves on targeting
ans, forced recrultment of peasants, and execution of captured
governmen s, whilp others admit privately that unification is
years awa d

Outlook

A war of atirition might reduce the morale of the government forces
somewhat but is uniikely to slow the government's miiitary progress.
Increased use of mine detectors, better training in mine deactivation,
tn:. :non (] operations will help Balvadoran troops counter
re moves

In the cities, the government's improved use om
evidenced by the capture of a dozen terrorists in month—will

hamper guerrifla efforts to expand urban wcmn.*
‘M that one faction recently ordered its urban units to
withdraw temporarily from San Salvador 1o avoid further arrests.

Economic sabotage will @ain additiona! sttention, but the guerrilias
would have to intensity such activity substantially to demoralize t
lic he government's efforts to extend Its lulhorlt)*
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